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This paper examines the history and impact of feminist movements in Assam, a state in Northeast India. The paper provides a historical 

context for the feminist movements in Assam, highlighting the contributions of early feminist figures and their efforts towards 

promoting gender equality. It also focuses on the specific issue of dowry and domestic violence, and the feminist response to these 

issues. The paper analyzes the impact of feminist movements on Assamese society, including the increased participation of women in 

politics and the workforce. It also examines the challenges and limitations faced by feminist movements in Assam, such as the lack of 

resources and support, as well as resistance from patriarchal structures. Through a review of literature and research on feminist 

movements in Assam, this paper aims to highlight the importance of such movements in advancing gender equality and creating a more 

inclusive society. The paper concludes by discussing the ongoing challenges and opportunities for feminist movements in Assam, and 

the potential for continued progress towards gender equality.  

 
I. INTRODUCTION 
Assam, a state located in the north-eastern region of India, has been shaped by patriarchal values and practices for 

centuries. However, in recent decades, Assam has seen significant changes in its cultural and social norms, and the 

feminist movement has played a crucial role in bringing about these changes. Feminism is a movement that seeks to 

promote gender equality and equity for all genders. Feminist movements in Assam have been working towards 

empowering women and fighting for their rights in various areas, including education, politics, and cultural norms. This 

article aims to explore the feminist movement in Assam, its history, evolution, key areas of activity, and the challenges 

faced by feminist movements in the region. The article highlights the importance of feminist movements in Assam for 

promoting gender equality and empowering women in the region. 

 

A. Background information of Assam 
Assam is a north-eastern state of India, located in the Brahmaputra Valley. It shares borders with Bhutan, Arunachal 

Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Meghalaya, and West Bengal. The state is known for its lush green forests, tea 

plantations, and rich biodiversity. 

 

Assam has a diverse population, with over 200 ethnic groups and sub-groups living in the state. The major ethnic groups 

in the state include the Assamese, Bodo, Karbi, Mishing, and Rabha. The official language of the state is Assamese, and 

other languages spoken in the state include Bengali, Bodo, and English. 

The economy of Assam is primarily based on agriculture, tea plantations, and petroleum industries. Assam is the largest 

producer of tea in India and accounts for around 52% of the country's tea production. The state is also rich in natural 

resources such as coal, limestone, and oil and gas reserves. 

Assam has a rich cultural heritage, with various festivals celebrated throughout the year. Some of the popular festivals 

celebrated in the state include Bihu, Durga Puja, Diwali, and Eid-ul-Fitr. 

Assam has faced various challenges over the years, including armed conflicts, ethnic tensions, and natural disasters such 

as floods and earthquakes. However, the state has also witnessed significant progress in areas such as education, 

healthcare, and infrastructure development. 

 
B. Definition of feminism 
Feminism is a social, political, and cultural movement that advocates for gender equality and seeks to challenge and 

dismantle patriarchal systems of power and oppression. It aims to promote the rights and interests of women and other 

marginalized genders, and to challenge the social norms and practices that perpetuate gender inequality. Feminism 

acknowledges that gender inequality is a systemic issue that impacts all areas of life, and seeks to create a more equitable 
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and just society for all individuals regardless of their gender identity. Feminism encompasses a wide range of perspectives 

and approaches, and has evolved over time to address the changing needs and experiences of women and other 

marginalized genders. 

Some important definitions of Feminism are given hereunder: 

1. "Feminism is a socialist, anti-racist movement that aims to overcome oppression and end sexism, exploitation, and all 

forms of oppression." - Sharon Smith 

2. "Feminism is the theory of political, economic and social equality of the sexes." - Simone de Beauvoir 

3. "Feminism is the fight for the equality of the sexes, for the right of women to control their own bodies, and for the 

basic human right of freedom from violence." - Malala Yousafzai 

4. "Feminism is the understanding that women are not inferior to men, and that they have the right to be treated equally 

in all aspects of life." - Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

5. "Feminism is the belief that women should be allowed to be whatever they want to be, free from societal limitations 

based on gender." - Emma Watson 

6. "Feminism is about making sure that women have a choice. It's about giving women the power to decide what they 

want to do with their lives." - Hillary Clinton 

 

C. Objective of the Research Paper 
1. To provide an overview of the feminist movement in Assam, including its history, evolution, and key actors. 

2. To examine the impact of feminist movements in Assam on promoting gender equality and empowering women in the 

region. 

3. To identify the challenges faced by feminist movements in Assam. 

Overall, the research paper aims to contribute to a better understanding of the feminist movement in Assam and its role 

in promoting gender equality and empowering women in the region. By highlighting the achievements, challenges, and 

opportunities of feminist activism in Assam, the research paper aims to inspire and inform future efforts to advance 

women's rights and gender equality in the state. 

 

II. HISTORY OF FEMINISM IN ASSAM 
Feminism in Assam, as in other parts of India, has its roots in the 19th and early 20th centuries, when social reformers 

began to challenge the oppressive practices of patriarchy and caste-based discrimination. However, feminist movements 

in Assam began to take shape in the 1970s, as women activists began to organize around issues such as women's education, 

health, and economic empowerment. 

A. Early feminist movements in Assam 

The early feminist movements in Assam emerged in the early 20th century when women started organizing themselves 

for their rights and empowerment. One of the earliest women's organizations in Assam was the Assam Mahila Samiti, 

founded by Kamalabari Satyabrata in 1911. The Samiti worked towards promoting women's education, health, and 

challenged discriminatory practices. Renuka Devi Barkataki was another notable figure of the early feminist movement 

in Assam. She fought for women's education and women's rights and played a crucial role in organizing the Tezpur 

Women's Club and was also a member of the Assam Women's Conference. 

In the 1930s, the Indian women's movement gained momentum, and this wave also influenced women in Assam. The 

Assam Pradeshik Mahila Samiti was formed in 1932, and the Assam Women's Conference was founded in 1942. These 

organizations worked towards improving women's social, economic, and political status and advocated for the abolition 

of child marriage, women's right to property, and women's suffrage. The early feminist movements in Assam paved the 

way for future generations of women to continue the fight for gender equality. 

 

B. Significant feminist figures in Assam 
Assam has a long history of feminist activism, with many prominent women leading the struggle for gender equality and 

women's rights. Here are some of the significant feminist figures in Assam: 

 

1. Kamalabari Satyabrata: Kamalabari Satyabrata was a social reformer, feminist and one of the earliest women's 

rights activists in Assam. She founded the Assam Mahila Samiti in 1911, which worked towards promoting women's 

education, health and challenging discriminatory practices. 

 

2. Renuka Devi Barkataki: Renuka Devi Barkataki was a writer, poet, and feminist who fought for women's education 

and women's rights in Assam. She played a crucial role in organizing the Tezpur Women's Club and was also a member 

of the Assam Women's Conference. 

 

3. Bina Barua: Bina Barua was a feminist and social activist who fought for the rights of marginalized communities, 

especially women. She was a founding member of the All Assam Women's Federation and worked on issues such as 

women's education, health, and political empowerment. 

 

4. Alaka Sarma: Alaka Sarma is a feminist writer and activist who has been involved in the women's movement in 

Assam since the 1980s. She has written extensively on issues such as gender discrimination, sexual harassment, and 

women's empowerment. 
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5. Hasina Kharbhih: Hasina Kharbhih is a social entrepreneur and women's rights activist from Assam. She is the 

founder of the Impulse NGO Network, which works to combat human trafficking and gender-based violence in Northeast 

India. 

 

6. Mamoni Raisom Goswami: Mamoni Raisom Goswami was a writer and social activist who wrote extensively on 

women's issues in Assam. Her work often dealt with themes of identity, gender, and culture, and she was a strong advocate 

for women's rights and empowerment. 

These women, along with many others, have played a significant role in shaping the feminist movement in Assam and 

advocating for gender equality and women's rights. Their contributions have paved the way for future generations of 

women to continue the fight for a more just and equitable society. 

 

C. Impact of feminist movements on Assamese society 
The impact of feminist movements on Assamese society has been significant. These movements have brought about 

changes in the way women are perceived and treated in society. Here are some of the ways in which feminist movements 

have influenced Assamese society: 

1. Women's education: The early feminist movements in Assam advocated for women's education, and this has had a 

significant impact on society. Today, women in Assam are actively pursuing education and are making a mark in various 

fields. 

2. Women's health: Feminist movements in Assam have also highlighted the importance of women's health. Today, women 

have access to better healthcare facilities and are more aware of their health needs. 

3. Women's political participation: Feminist movements in Assam have played a crucial role in increasing women's 

political participation. Today, women are occupying positions of power and are actively participating in decision-making 

processes. 

4. Women's rights: Feminist movements in Assam have fought for women's rights and have succeeded in bringing about 

changes in laws and policies. Women today have greater legal protection and are more aware of their rights. 

5. Challenging patriarchal norms: Feminist movements in Assam have challenged patriarchal norms and have brought 

about changes in attitudes towards women. Today, women are no longer confined to traditional gender roles and are 

breaking stereotypes. 

In conclusion, feminist movements in Assam have had a significant impact on society. They have brought about changes 

in the way women are perceived and treated and have paved the way for a more gender-equal society. However, there is 

still a long way to go, and there is a need for continued efforts to ensure that women's rights are protected and that gender 

equality is achieved. 

 

III. FEMINIST MOVEMENTS IN ASSAM 
Feminist movements in Assam have a long and rich history, dating back to the early 1900s when women’s organizations 

first emerged in the region. Over the years, feminist movements in Assam have worked to address a wide range of issues 

affecting women, including domestic violence, dowry, gender discrimination, and women’s health. This essay provides 

an overview of the feminist movements in Assam, highlighting some of their key achievements, challenges, and ongoing 

efforts. 

 

A. Early Feminist Movements in Assam 
One of the earliest women’s organizations in Assam was the Axam Nari Sanstha, which was established in 1911. The 

organization was founded by a group of educated women who were concerned about the social and economic status of 

women in Assam. The Axam Nari Sanstha established a shelter for women in Guwahati, which provided accommodation 

and support for women who were facing difficult circumstances, including domestic violence and abandonment. 

Another early women’s organization in Assam was the Assam Women’s Federation, which was established in 1946. The 

organization was formed to promote women’s rights and to empower women in Assam. The Assam Women’s Federation 

worked to raise awareness about women’s issues and to advocate for women’s rights. It also provided support and services 

to women who were facing challenges such as domestic violence, dowry, and discrimination. 

In the 1960s, the All Assam Women’s Association emerged as a significant feminist movement in the state. The 

organization was founded by a group of women who were concerned about the impact of the Assam Agitation on women’s 

rights. The Assam Agitation was a popular movement that aimed to expel undocumented immigrants from the state. The 

All Assam Women’s Association worked to address issues such as gender discrimination, dowry, and domestic violence, 

and to ensure that women’s voices were heard in the context of the Assam Agitation. 

 

B. Challenges and Achievements 
Feminist movements in Assam have faced many challenges over the years, including social and cultural barriers, political 

opposition, and resource constraints. However, despite these challenges, feminist movements in Assam have achieved 

significant successes in advancing women’s rights and promoting gender equality. 

One of the most significant achievements of feminist movements in Assam has been the establishment of legal protections 

for women. The Indian government passed several laws in the 1980s and 1990s that aimed to protect women from 

domestic violence and discrimination. These laws provided a framework for feminist movements in Assam to advocate 

for women’s rights and to hold perpetrators of gender-based violence accountable. 
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Feminist movements in Assam have also been instrumental in raising awareness about women’s issues and promoting 

gender equality. They have organized public rallies, demonstrations, and campaigns to raise awareness about issues such 

as domestic violence, dowry, and discrimination. These efforts have helped to create a more supportive environment for 

women’s rights and have led to increased public awareness about gender-based violence. 

In addition to these achievements, feminist movements in Assam have also made significant contributions to women’s 

health and education. They have worked to improve access to healthcare and education for women in rural areas, and 

have established a range of programs and services to support women’s health and wellbeing. 

 

C. Ongoing Efforts 

Despite the significant achievements of feminist movements in Assam, there are still many challenges to be addressed in 

the fight for gender equality. One of the most pressing issues facing women in Assam is the high incidence of domestic 

violence. Although there are legal protections in place, many women still face significant barriers in accessing support 

and services. 

Feminist movements in Assam continue to work to address this issue by raising awareness about domestic violence, 

providing support and services to survivors, and advocating for stronger legal protections for women. 

 

IV. CONCLUSION 
In conclusion, the feminist movement in Assam has a rich history of struggle and resistance. From the early days of the 

Brahmo Samaj to the contemporary women's organizations, Assam has seen the emergence of many powerful feminist 

voices that have challenged patriarchal norms and practices. The movement has brought attention to issues such as dowry, 

domestic violence, and political representation, among others. Through sustained activism, feminists have achieved 

significant gains, such as legal reforms, affirmative action policies, and increased public awareness of gender-based 

discrimination. However, much work remains to be done, as gender inequality persists in many areas of Assamese society. 

 

As this paper has shown, the feminist movement in Assam has been diverse and multifaceted, reflecting the varied 

experiences of women across the state. The movement has also faced many challenges, such as limited resources, political 

repression, and backlash from conservative groups. Nevertheless, feminists in Assam have persevered, building networks 

of solidarity and support to advance their cause. 

Moving forward, it is crucial for the feminist movement in Assam to continue to push for gender equality in all areas of 

society, including politics, economics, and culture. This will require sustained activism and collaboration among different 

feminist groups, as well as the support of the broader public. Ultimately, the goal of the feminist movement in Assam is 

to create a society where all individuals, regardless of their gender, have equal opportunities to live their lives to the 

fullest. 
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